We, the Educational committee of the year 2014, would like to start our presentation
with a simple but fundamental question between us all.
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What is the secret of the Master Mason?
(Long Pause)
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What shall we quest for?
(Pause)
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What is Free Masonry for each one of us?
(Pause)
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Why did you join this fraternity?
(Pause)
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Why are you here today in this lodge?
(Long Pause)
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These are the questions that might be recalled again and again through out your
Masonic journey.

R) 2N LDWE, S0 TAA AL LTONK] OFTHRVELENVHENRS DT
&) D ij‘o

On the internet site for the Grand lodge of England, there used to be some guide
lines that might give you some inspirations to and perhaps some answers to these
questions. It said ...
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There are numbers of reasons to join the craft. If there are ten Masons, there would
be ten good reasons why they joined Free Mason;

) oA TOFKICND ZBENTZSLH Y £F, 10 AD AL ZABVIUE, 7V — 2
A RN TBHIZ 10 ANEBRRDTL X 9,

One might say that, “Because | wanted to know people from different backgrounds”
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Other might say, “Because | wanted to learn the history of the craft, how it
influenced the western world and the whole modern world”
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Others, “Because | was interested to climb up the hierarchy of Free Masonry. | want
to become the Master of Masters”
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Or, “I wanted to help people. | wanted to be involved with the relief that this society
is giving”
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(Ask several brothers for their reasons joining the craft?)
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Thank you very much.
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Whatever the reason it may be, it is fine. And the real journey to BECOME a Free
Mason begins right after your initiation, and it will be a life time journey for each one of
us.
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Because the interest of each of us differs and that they are many things to learn in Free
Masonry, today we would like to concentrate on shared interest that are common to us
all. The very foundation of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of Japan.
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To carry this lecture along, | would like all the bretheren to get involved, please share
your opinions and knowledge about Free Masonry to us, for learning from brothers is
the main aim of this educational lecture.
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The first question is, could anybody tell us when the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of Japan were formed? (wait for somebody to answer)

A: The Grand lodge was formed in March 1957. It was 57 years ago. Thirteen Lodges at
that time was operating in Japan.
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Q: If so, what Jurisdiction was covering these lodges before 1957, if the Japanese
Jurisdiction was not yet active then? (Ask the bretheren. This is an easy question that
young brothers can answer)

A: The lodges where operated under the Jurisdiction of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Philippines. (Pls Ask if somebody knows
when it was founded (I couldn’t find that information in their website..))
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Q: Where is the Mother Grand Lodge of the Philippines?

A: The mother grand lodge of the Philippines is the Grand Lodge of California. It was
established in 1850 in Sacramento, it was during the Gold Rush! The year 1850 is the
same year that California became a state!

The genealogical background of the Grand Lodge of California is from the Grand
Lodges of the District of Columbia, Missouri and Connecticut. This is written in the first
page of your monitor book.
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The linkage of our lodge, the history, is quite interesting. And by knowing our Roots, we
can be confident of our position, where we came from, our relatives, the line and how
we stand right now here in Yokohama, in the great history of Free Masonry.
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“Ritual” is the main part of what Free Mason is, and by studying the rituals, we can get
closer to the core dogma of Masonry. There are many variations of Masonic rituals and
our Japanese ritual comes from the background of grand lodges which we just
mentioned, in the Philippines, California, the East coast of America and back to
England.
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Studying the ritual is very interesting, and as you know very profound, so for this, we
would like to end this portion of the discussion until a later time. And now we would like
to discuss some of the basic Masonic common facts from the Constitution of the GL of

Japan.
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First Question: Could anybody tell us the official title — name — of our jurisdiction? I've
said it several times already.

A: It is “the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Japan” it is
not simply “the Grand Lodge of Japan” or “the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free
Masons of Japan” (Ask for further comments about this title if any. (Like, you should say
this official title when you officially make address at other lodges etc.))
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mZ) ZiuL, ” the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
Japan” TY, TN I[IEIZ “the Grand Lodge of Japan”#, L < iZ the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Free Masons of Japan"&WVS &M TIEHYEE A
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Q: Please explain the differences between; Most Worshipful, Right Worshipful,
Worshipful, Very Worshipful and Very Reverend.

A: Most Worshipful - Grand Master
Right Worshipful - elective Grand Officers (Except GM)
Worshipful - Past Masters and Masters of Lodges

Very Worshipful - Senior Grand Lecturer
Very Reverend - Grand Chaplain
(Ask for other comments if any.)
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Q: The MW Grand Master has great authority. Can he make an ordinary man a Mason
in instant?

A: Yes. Article 31 says;

He may hold an occasional Lodge, and make Masons at sight, provided he does not, in
such making, violate the Landmarks of the Order, nor make any Mason who has been
rejected by any other Lodge, nor admit any candidate who is not in possession of all the
necessary qualifications.

(Ask for other comments if any.)
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Q: About this qualification of a candidate, what age is required to become a Mason in
Japan.

A: 20 is the minimum age according to Article 105a.

(Ask for other comments if any.)
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Q: What is the qualifications and roll of a Tiler in normal Lodges.

A: Art. 126. The Tiler of a Lodge must be a worthy Master Mason. It shall be his duty to
serve all summonses delivered to him by the Secretary; to prepare the room for the
meetings of the Lodge and carefully to collect and replace the jewels and furniture after
the Lodge is closed. For the faithful performance of his duties he shall receive such
compensation as the Lodge may determine.

(Ask for other comments if any.)
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Q: Last trivia. Can we walk in public dressed in Masonic clothing or regalia?
A: NO. Art. 136¢. No Lodge or any Mason shall appear in Masonic clothing in any public
procession, or at any public meeting or in any public place, except for the burial of a
Brother, or for the performance of some other strictly Masonic duty or ceremony.
(Ask for other comments if any.)
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These were only the tips of our constitution that might interest you. For further studies,
please refer to the actual constitution. It is composed by 187 articles and is in English
and Japanese. You can find a PDF file copy in the member’s section of our web site of
Yokohama FEL#1.
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We hope todays lecture stimulated some part of your Masonic curiosity.

Finally, Brethren, remember Masonic education is learning about it, by one’s self.

Thank you very much.
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