Lecture 2 : Landmarks of Freemasonry (7 U — A A A2 U —DiEFE) 10" May 2014

Today we would like to discuss and share our knowledge about another fundamental part of
Masonry.
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What is Free Masonry?
What is at the very essence of this society?
What is unique about it?
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During our last lecture, in one of the questions from the constitution of our MWGL, we
mentioned the authority of the MW Grand Master.
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And in his power to make a mason on sight, we saw a clause from the constitution which said;

He may hold an occasional Lodge, and make Masons at sight, provided he does not, in
such making, violate the Landmarks of the Order, nor make any Mason who has been
rejected by any other Lodge, nor admit any candidate who is not in possession of all
the necessary qualifications.
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Although the MW Master has power, the constitution regulates it, unless he does not “Violate
the Landmarks of the Order”.
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Landmarks of the Order, what are “Landmarks”?

(Ask)
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ANs.;
The Oxford Dictionary says;
An object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and recognized from a distance,
especially one that enables someone to establish their location
Or
* Historically The boundary of an area of land, or an object marking this would be a landmark:
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The definition of a landmark seems to be:

1) A feature, which identifies a certain area.

2) Shows the boundary of what it is and is not.
3) Marks placed from the origin (historically).
4) Geographical, architecture’s term.
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The Bible says;

Proverbs 22:28: “Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set.”
In ancient times, it was customary to mark the boundaries of land by means of stone pillars.
Removal of these would cause much confusion for men having no other guide than these pillars
by which to distinguish the limits of their property.
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If so, what will be the landmarks of Free Masonry? Was it defined in the constitution?
Did you learn about then when you became a Master Mason?
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In 1720 the Grand Master of England compiled the General Regulations, which were approved
by the Grand Lodge of England and published in 1723. One Regulation reads "Every Annual
Grand Lodge has an inherent power and Authority to make new Regulations or to alter these,
for the real benefits of this Ancient Fraternity; provided always that the old Land-Marks be
carefully preserved.” In this, the Landmarks were not defined.
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What are the landmarks of freemasonry?
(Ask for opinions)
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The following might be acceptable points and concerns:
I: Landmarks are that which must have existed from a time when no one remembers anything

else.

I1: The landmarks are also, by definition, unrepealable. "The Landmarks are those essentials of
Freemasonry without any one of which it would no longer be Freemasonry,"

I1l: The Famous Albert Pike wrote in 1924: "There is no common agreement in regard to what
are and what are not ‘Landmarks.' That has never been definitely settled."
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To make our discussion clearer, more precise and not EEBR Ai-Mai (vague) we here present to
you a sample of a list of landmarks which were deliberated by our brother, Bro. Albert Mackey
(1807 - 1881), an American medical doctor, in 1856. This seems to be the most famous list of
Masonic Landmarks and known throughout the world, though it is also known to have much
controversy, so let us too examine this and discuss about what shall be the Masonic Landmarks.
(If there is enough time left, we can discuss the list one by one, if not so much time left, only the
following, which has caused debates in the past.)

(A AGFERR) Fex Ofim 2 DO EMIZ, T LTBIRIZRLARNWE 2T 7D
KEDERTH>TeFex DT T ¥ — T%é?»ﬂ—k-7y74(wmf1%nﬁi
1856 FIZHED L F L OIEEOHZ Z ZIC TR LET,



Lecture 2 : Landmarks of Freemasonry (7 U — A A A2 U —DiEFE) 10" May 2014

#1 The modes of recognition

(Any discussion?)

Too vague to define as a Masonic Landmark. Can be applied to any order or religion.
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#2 The division of symbolic freemasonry into three degrees:
(Retrieve any argument)
Ancient masonry used to have only two degrees.
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#3 The legend of the third degree.

(Discussion?)

The Master Mason Degree legend isn't unchanged as the oldest legends concern Noah, not
Hiram Abiff.

The five points of fellowship appear in ritual first in 1726, not at the time of founding in 1717.
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#4 The government of the fraternity by a presiding officer called a Grand Master, who is elected
from the body of tile craft.

(Discussion?)

No. 4, there was no grand master in and before 1717.

So Same to #5~10
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(Ask if there might be many more arguments or sympathy against this list.)
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#25 That the landmarks of Masonry can never be changed.
(Discussion?)
This might be a contradiction and cause a conflict to the Law (landmarks!) of Freemasonry,
which in the crucial part, the laws should be FREE under each of the Grand Lodge’s
Jurisdiction though within the length of the cable tow and not beyond the reach of the
Compasses.
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Bro. Roscoe Pound(1870 - 1964) an American legal scholar, suggested that the three general
points of landmarks are to be Historical, Legal and Philosophical. How were the listed 25
landmarks from this point of view?
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Thinking of Masonic Landmark makes us realize what Free Masonry is and what it means to us.
There has been no definition of Masonic Landmarks, although it is mentioned in our
constitution. This leads us to another charm, secret and characteristic of the craft.
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The real Landmark of Masonry is within each one of us and at the same time must be a common
notion between our brethren.

Our landmarks should maintain the tradition, should not go beyond the extension of the
compasses and should be within the square.
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We Thank you for your attention.
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